go                                          A   NEW   ACCOUNT

and the King of Siam having Occasion for some Stores for Shipping out
of the Carolina^ Cargo, to equip some Ships that he had built in order to
humble the Cambodians and the Couchm-chmese, who disturbed the Naviga-
tion of his Country, he civilly requested the English Chief to supply him
at the Prices the same Commodities used to be sold at to Merchants,
but he could not find that Favour, which he resented, and threatned to
disturb their Commerce. At length they supplied him with some Part of
what he demanded, to avert the ill Consequences that might happen by
a total Refusal. This was represented to the Company in the darkest
Colours, and they thought that sufficient to ground a War on; but they
had, at that Time, a Fleet of large Ships, which they had equipt to regain
their Trade of Bantam and other Places, which the Dutch had insolently
robbed them of; but they were disappointed by the deep Politicks of
King Charles II. as is before observed.

However, the King of Siam continued his Indulgence to the Company
and their Servants, in much Affluence and Luxury, continually carousing
in Debaucheries with Wine and Women, till their common Salaries and
Gains by Trade, were in no Propoition to their extravagant Expences,
however that being a free Country, they had Liberty to spend their own
and their Masters Estates, as they pleased.

The King of Siam having formed the Design of a War, as above men-
tioned, with Cambodia and Couchin-chzna, employed a good Number of
English who had resorted to Siam, to partake of the King's Indulgence and
Bounty, and to help the Company's Servants to spend their Money. All
the English who had a Mind to list themselves on board of his Fleet, had
great Encouragement of honourable Posts and good Salaries well paid,
and they did perform Actions in the War worthy of the Bravery and
Courage of the English Nation, by which the King's Favour to the English.,
increased more than before the War.

One Mr. Pots happened to be Chief of the English Factory at that Time,
who by his extravagant Luxury had rioted away a great Part of his
Masters Goods and Money, and had run his own Credit out of Doors.
He then began to form Projects how to clear Accounts with his Masters
and Creditors, without putting any Thing in their Pockets. The first was
on 500 Chests ofjapon Copper, which his Masters had in Specie at Siam,
and they were brought into Account of Profit and Loss, for so much eaten
up by the white Ants, which are really Insects, that by a cold corroding
liquid Quality, can do much Mischief to Cloth, Timber, or on any other
soft Body that their Fluids can penetrate, but Copper is thought too hard a
Morsel for them; however, I saw that Article in the Company's Accounts,